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Thank you for your support!
It has been an exciting start to my term as a Greens 
Senator for NSW. Thank you to the many thousands 
of Greens supporters who have helped make it 
possible for me to take a Greens voice for NSW 
into the federal parliament. 

I participated in the parliamentary debate on our 
nation’s first climate change legislation. Senators 
Christine Milne and Bob Brown and Melbourne 
MP Adam Bandt are to be congratulated for their 
leadership in achieving the clean energy package. 

There is much work to be done to seize this 
opportunity to transform our economy by investing in 
renewable energy and new green industries for the 
prosperity and security of future generations. There 
is a greater role for government here. I’m looking 
forward to working with my fellow Greens and the 
wider community to take the next steps to reducing 
Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions.

I have always believed that whilst parliament makes 
the laws, people are the driving force for social 
change. In my inaugural speech I committed to work 
with all senators to find common ground, through 
our shared humanity, to advance the causes of social 
justice, peace and the protection of the environment. 

I look forward to working with you and supporting 
your efforts to make progressive gains for the people 
of NSW and the environment.

yours sincerely,

Lee Rhiannon

Authorised by Lee Rhiannon, Parliament House, Canberra ACT. 
Printed on 100% recycled paper by  
Emerald Press, 13/4 Anella Ave, Castle Hill NSW 2154.

A MESSAGE FROM LEE CONTACTING 
LEE’S OFFICE
Lee’s new senate electorate office opened in 
November 2011. Please contact us to make 
an appointment.

72 Campbell St, Surry Hills, Sydney 
(walking distance from Central station)
p. (02) 9211 9523
email: senator.rhiannon@aph.gov.au
web: lee-rhiannon.greensmps.org.au

Lee holds the following portfolios in 
federal parliament:

 Animal welfare

 Democracy – www.democracy4sale.org

 Forests

 Higher Education

 Local Government

 National Security (assisting)

 Overseas Aid and development

 Women

Lee is also actively campaigning on climate 
change and a range of federal issues  
affecting NSW.

To receive regular updates from Lee’s office 
visit: lee-rhiannon.greensmps.org.au/signup

To keep up with the work of the Greens in 
federal parliament visit: greensmps.org.au



ENDING LIVE ANIMAL EXPORTS

The Greens continue to call for an 
immediate ban to live exports. The live 
exports industry is responsible for the 
brutal exploitation of animals around 
the world, and it’s unacceptable for 

the Australian Government to stand by 
while the industry continues to abuse 
and degrade animals through the live 
export trade.

As the Greens’ animal welfare 
spokesperson, Lee has criticised the 
current regulation of live exports and 
factory farming in Australia for viewing 
farm animals primarily as commodities 
to make profit, and not sentient beings.  

On World Farm Animals Day Lee joined 
with Senator Rachel Siewert and state 
and territory Greens MPs responsible 
for animal welfare to renew the Greens’ 

call for an urgent end to live exports 
and a rapid shift to more humane laws 
governing factory farming.

Consumers are interested in making 
more informed and ethical choices, but 
they are often kept in the dark about 
what they are eating. Lee is working 
hard to strengthen animal welfare laws.

Lee has worked with Greens MP Adam 
Bandt to collect hundreds of signatures 
on an e-petition. 

Add your name at: greensmps.org.au/
demand-end-live-exports

RECOGNITION FOR 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT
The Greens support holding a referendum at 
the next federal election to recognise local 
government in the Australian constitution. 

Local governments deliver for communities 
and need to be able to call on the federal 
government for financial support. Without 
recognition in the Constitution direct 
grants from the Commonwealth to local 
government face legal uncertainty.

Without change, direct federal to local 
government funding could be in jeopardy, 
such as stimulus package funding secured 
by The Greens for bicycle pathways, energy 
retro-fitting, water re-use and tree planting.

CLIMATE BILLS – THE NEXT STEP

Lee met with ‘Say Yes’ Australia campaigners at her 
parliament house office, just before speaking on the 
climate bills in the Senate.

Australia has finally begun to roll up its 
sleeves to address climate change. The 
climate package, brokered by the Greens, 
puts a $23 per tonne price on carbon 
pollution, compensates householders and 
invests billions in clean, renewable energy.

But while this is a start, with the package 
providing a good springboard for 
action, it’s not time to down tools. 

We have much more to do to reign in 
emissions and cut Australia’s reliance 
on fossil fuels, in a nation where coal 
exports are set to double by 2020. 

There is a growing urgency backed by 
science. New figures show Australia’s 
greenhouse gas emissions in 2020 
are set to be 24 per cent above 2000 
levels, a 3 per cent increase on last 
year’s projection. 

So what do we need in NSW if we are 
to see the rapid transformation to a low-
carbon economy?

The state government must show 
political leadership by developing 
policies to make NSW a world leader 
in sustainable energy technologies, 
creating new opportunities for jobs and 
economic growth.

During the March 2011 state election 
the Greens NSW proposed costed 
plans, including:

• Clean Energy Future plan: 25-
year legislated timetable to progressively 
replace the state’s seven coal-fired power 
stations with clean energy alternatives; 
employment guarantees and retraining 
for all existing power station workers; 
support for affected communities; 
increased investment in household 
energy efficiency; and legislation to 
overturn the gentrader privatisation.

• Roof-top solar plan: Create incentives 
for households to install solar panels.

• Solar thermal power stations: 
Construct three clean baseload solar 
thermal power stations in the Central 
West, with overnight heat storage, 
funded by Green Infrastructure Bonds. 

With the Federal government feeling 
the political heat on the climate 
package and a conservative coalition 
government in NSW, loud public 
support for climate action is critical if 
we are to get this kind of heavy policy 
lifting from government.

SUPPORTING TAFE
As the Greens’ Higher Education 
spokesperson Lee is campaigning 
for a better deal for the TAFE system, 
following the introduction of competitive 
tendering in 2008 that shifted many 
courses from TAFE to private providers. 

Lee has used parliament to highlight 
problems that have arisen, such as 
reduced course quality and teachers’ 
pay and conditions.

Private providers are making huge profits, 
while the inherent value of the public TAFE 
system is being undermined. The Greens 
support a strong public TAFE system.

WORLD HERITAGE FOR 
ROYAL NATIONAL PARK
Lee has joined the growing community 
campaign to secure world heritage 
listing for the beautiful Royal National 
Park in southern Sydney.

Watch our video at:  
lee-rhiannon.greensmps.org.au/video
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SRI LANkAN 
WAR CRIMES INVESTIGATION
Lee has been actively campaigning for an independent International War Crimes Tribunal to investigate allegations of war 
crimes and crimes against humanity committed in 2009 at the end of the Sri Lankan civil war.

A group of prominent human rights activists joined Lee in federal parliament for a roundtable, which resolved that the Government 
should call for an international independent investigation into war crimes, the restoration of human rights and the rule of law in 
Sri Lanka, and the implementation of all of the recommendations of the UN Expert Panel Report on War Crimes in Sri Lanka.

Lee moved a motion in the Senate calling for Sri Lanka to be suspended from the Councils of Commonwealth if these actions were 
not taken. Only the nine Greens Senators supported it. Senator Bob Brown called on our Prime Minister to recall the Sri Lankan High 
Commissioner, a former naval commander during the civil war, pending an independent international war crimes investigation. 

Support for the campaign is growing with a broad alliance of Australians from across the political spectrum. Julian Burnside 
QC, former Liberal Attorney General John Dowd, Thomas keneally, Noam Chomsky and former Prime Minister Malcolm 
Fraser are also supporting the call for a war crimes tribunal.

See: lee-rhiannon.greensmps.org.au/srilanka

NO BASICS CARD FOR bANKSTOWN 

Photo: Geoff Bagnall/National Indigenous Times

The Greens have joined with a strong 
coalition of community groups who 
oppose the government’s plans to trial 
its income management policy in the 
western Sydney suburb of Bankstown.

The campaign – No to government 
income management - not in Bankstown, 
not anywhere – has been endorsed by 
more than 40 organisations including 
Unions NSW, the NSW Council of 
Social Services, the Migrant Resource 
Centre, CatholicCare and UnitingCare.

Income quarantining will leave low-
income families in Bankstown with 
extremely limited control of their day-
to-day finances. Centrelink will be 
micromanaging people’s budgets, 
and those caught up in the scheme 
will be forced to queue separately to 
other people in shops. This is a top-

down, paternalistic initiative which is 
reminiscent of darker times, a deeply 
disrespectful and shameful way to  
treat people.

Lee said, “One of the Bankstown 
elders I met with described income 
management as ‘one of the  
ugliest things that has been done to 
Aboriginal people.’”

Lee has used parliament to question the 
government’s decision to commence the 
Bankstown trial next year.

LEE’S INAUGURAL SPEECH
On 24 August 2011 Lee Rhiannon gave her inaugural speech in the Senate. An enthusiastic crowd of Lee’s family, friends and 
supporters came to Canberra to help celebrate the occasion, filling the gallery in the Senate chamber.

you can read her speech at: lee-rhiannon.greensmps.org.au
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NEWS FROM  
THE SENATE 
A big issue in federal parliament 
has been the onshore processing 
of refugees. Greens Senator Sarah 
Hanson-young continues to advocate 
an end to the mandatory detention 
of refugees as the most humane and 
practical solution.

In October I used my first Senate budget 
estimates hearings to question the 
government on a wide range of issues 
in my portfolios, focussing on animal 
welfare and live exports, government 
procurement practices, overseas aid 
issues and changes to the higher 
education sector.

I marked both the International Day of 
Rural Women and World Food Day by 
moving a motion to recognise the vital 
contribution that women smallholder 
farmers can make towards global food 
security, and called on the Australian 
Government to support women farmers 
in its overseas aid program.

I successfully gained cross-party support 
for a motion, working together with Labor 
and Coalition women Senators, to support 
Anglicord’s campaign to fund breast 
cancer screening services for women living 
in Gaza.

For more news and transcripts visit:  
lee-rhiannon.greensmps.org.au/parliament

FORESTRy HOTS UP

Lee joined local activists at a Tanja  
State Forest action in south eastern NSW

It is an important time to be the 
Greens’ Forests spokesperson with so 
many forest issues on the boil across  
the country. 

There is mounting scientific evidence 
that industrial logging under Regional 
Forestry Agreements, or RFAs, is 
devastating biodiversity and irreversibly 
changing our forest landscapes for the 
worse. It’s time for the government to 
end unsustainable industrial logging 
in native forests and move into 
plantation resources. The Greens are 
putting pressure on the government to 
walk away from the Regional Forests 
Agreement failure.

Lee renewed the Greens’ call for 
NSW koala populations to be listed as 
vulnerable under federal environment 
legislation, following the release of the 
Senate inquiry report into vulnerable 
koalas. Bob Brown and Lee called for 
a national inquiry in August 2010, 
during the federal election campaign.

“This will help halt the dramatic decline 
in koala numbers in NSW,” said Lee.

Lee is also pleased to continue her work 
commenced in the NSW Parliament to 
support the campaign to protect the 
NSW south east forests. 

“It is madness that native forests, such  
as Tanja State Forests I visited in  
October, are still under threat from 
logging. Native forests are an 
important carbon sink worth far more 
for environmental values than their 
sale value as high volume low value 
products such as woodchips.”

“The carbon price package was also 
a big win for NSW South East forests, 
ending the farce that the burning of 
native forest timber could be classed as 
a renewable energy source. This was 
a welcome blow to Eden’s proposed 
biomass power station, signalling that 
wood-fired power has no future in a low 
carbon economy,” said Lee.

dEMOCRACY 
FOR SALE
Lee Rhiannon is the Australian Greens’ 
Democracy spokesperson. She has 
taken her work to expose the influence 
of corporate donations and money 
politics into the federal sphere.

Visit – www.democracy4sale.org 

or

Sign up for updates –  
lee-rhiannon.greensmps.org.au/signup

• Proposed electoral reforms

•  The latest news and views 
on donations

• New research on lobbyists

ILLAWARRA GREEN jObS PLAN
The Greens have taken the ‘Green Jobs Illawarra Action Plan’, developed by 
unions, academics, local business, industry, government and education bodies, 
into federal parliament and held it up as a model for similar steel regions suffering 
economic hardship.

The Greens proposed amendments to the government’s Steel Transformation Plan 
require the government to refer to the Green Jobs Illawarra Action Plan when 
allocating the $300 million to the industry - a big step forward for job security in 
the region.

Wind, solar and hydro energy, which are the power sources of the future, all 
require steel manufacturing and it is this synergy that can help lift the Illawarra steel 
industry out of its doldrums.


